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The following slitemcats Fricfly outlines the background and develepnant

of the gricvances expressed by the people of Uririk

sponsorcd madicel examinations ian their letter to Mr. RQoger Ray ol July 9,
1976.
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Decisions regarding wmedical e ainations and tveairent c¢f the Marshallese

people expesed to fallout radiation duvring the past 22 years have b;en based
on expert medical advise {som outstanding specialists in the field of redia

tien effects, maay of when have participated in the examinations. In addi-

ticn appreval for the menner in which the cxaminations of the Ueirik and

AN Roungelaep peeple were Leing conducted was decumcented by an observer groap

appointed by the Coungzvrosc of Micronesia inm 1872, This group conzisted of

several outstanding physicicns from Jarnan, IDnpland and the Uaited States,
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Progueney of exomivati -y lack el cxvoctancy ol late thv 4 efrocts:

Soon after the exrainations of the Marshallese begon in 1954, 1t was
known that the Utirik people had received only & slight dusting ofimllout
with an estirzted whele body dose 14 rads oo cowparcd with 170 rads in the
Rongelap people. MNone of the Utirik people showed acute cffects as did the
onagel beopl nw it was the general medics :onsensus that this grou
Roagelap people an it was the general lical consensus th this group

woitld not likely show detectable effcets in ihe future and the pecple wore

told of this. It was decided that complete medical examinations every three

years would Le adequate for this group while annual exominations werce in-

dicated for the Rongelup people in view of the much greater exposurce and

.

ute lation effccts., e degree o iyroid expesure from rediociodines
acute radiat effecct: Tl lepre £ thyroid expesure from Jioiodine

Tn additicn to the cowplets physieal cxeminction there have been thyreid
Ysiek ealls oon oan anaeal Lasis since 1968, Since 1957 t’xc UTririk
widnaticon in 1907, 1959, 1953, 1909, 1970 and
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abscabod from che fallsut vas not reclized at that time, psrilcalerly in
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the children, and so thyvoid e Teets werc not anticipated even in the Ronp-

elap group. In retrospect this is nolb surprising since only relztively ro-
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cently has the degrer of censitivity of the thyroid, particularly in chid

It is likely that the Unitcd States populations with thyroid emposurc have
not been as carefully fol owed as the Utirik population.

" Control goroups:

In 1954 an unciposed group of the Marshallese people living at Majuro

~

was Tirst chosen as a control group, but this group proved vmuatisfactory

e

and in 1958 a coatwol popalation of some of the unexposed Ron: - painle

was eqtablishefi These peobla were relatives of the expo:ul grovn and con-

sisted of 150-200 pec;ﬁé. This group is considgrcd guite adagqua:te és a con-
trol group for both Rongelop and Utiril people. The slight dificrences in
ethnic background between it:e twe populations df7 met constitute weazons Inr

bsving sepaszte control groups.

Chilé-en of ewrosed parents:

1he children of the exposed islanders have not been included on the
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regular examinaticn list. This has nct been concidered necessary
of corsiderably lavger groups of children of exposed paresnts in Jzpan have not
revealed any cloar-cut genctic effects and it was therefore Iel:t that such
studies on the Marshallese children werc not indicated. Though the children

have not been included for regular examinations they are examinzd and treat-

AT Sk Ce 4
ed, during the visits of our doctors to Utirik and Rongelap. The lack o
clusion of children of cxposed on our examination list has been the causc of

considerable unrest among the exposed people. Enclosurcs 1 and 2 present

the ERDA stand on this issuce,
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Cowrnication difficult’en: .

Over the years attempts have been made at village meetings te cipli in inm
a straightforward manner the need for the czaminatiors and the siguifi&au:e of
findings.. However the language barricr aud uncertainity of translaticn Lave
alvays imposed serious difficulties in this regard. BNL with the Trusc Terxi-
tory published an illustrated booklet: in Marshallcse answering questions posed
by the expcced ycople about rediation cffects. The people have never rodlly
understood or apprec;ate1 the importance of annual metical excninaticis and
thcrefore therc has lLeen cowe unrest concerning ﬁhe need for such excrdnztions
‘in view of statements about the lack of findings. It was explaineé that the
exandinitions were a safegucrd to their health and that though radiaticn ~ffccts
‘were not expected to be secn froa such low dos;s, yperience in humzn beings
was tco limited to be cuortain of this. In spite of this, rapport witn th-

peopla was exco]?ent and there was full cnoperaiion in the exaninations.

Develomments 10’”1‘" to the present crisin:
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ial co-mensation of Rongelap peceple; "inconvenicnce payme *'' of Uturlk

people:

In 1865 the exposed Rongelap pepple received about 11,000 dollers cach
as cowpensation for radiation eff0ct§. This cauvsed further unrcst among the
Utirik people who felt that even though they had no rvadiatien effects they
should be compensated to some extent. Perhaps there was some resentment among
the people against the medical team for this though it was explained that the
BNL doctors did not formulate the compensation bills, There was sympathy for
the Utirik people's feelings and later the AEC and the Department of Interior
granted the Utixik people a tohen payment (slightly over $100 per persci) not
for radiation ctfccts but bascd on inconvenience to the people imposed as a

result of the fallout,



Political iaierference:

About 5 years ago a Marshallese congressmnn attacked the United States

and the medical team with absurd charges concerning the exposed Marshallese
‘and medical examinaticns and in 1971 he invited a Japanese '"medical tezn” to

1

the Marshalls to check-up on our cxaninations. The team was compescd of largely

reporters with one Japanese woman doctor. The attermpt vas thwarted by the

i1

High Cmmmissionér because of inadequate credentials of thz group. This in-
furiaied the pciiticians who caused our March 1972 examirations of the Rong-
elap and Utirik people to be aborted. A special committee on Rongelap and
Utirik was formed by the Congress of Micronesia who organized a medical
observer gfoup in 1972, referred to a2t the beginning. Tihe.coomittee publish-
.ed a sizecable book covering our examirnations arl the observers report, the
results of which were generally favorable to ué and did much, at least,
temporarily, to quiet the unrest,

Congress of Micrrnesia bhiils and TTPT - ERDA eprccment:

During the past few years two bills were formulated at the instigation of
the Congress of Micronesia 1) A hospital benefit bill (Public Law 5-57) to
atlow fur free hospitalization, transportation and per diem for exposed
Rongelap and Utirik patients and included the control group of unexposcd

Rongelap people who are on 747 examination list. This has been the cause of
I3A p peoplc

further unrest, which no doubt plays a strong role in the present crisie, parti-

cularly in Utirik. The complaints associated with this law largely concerns
the fact that the ﬁtirik pcopic fcel that there should be 2 control group for
their population. The unexposed Utirik people arc not entitled to the binefits
of the bill as are the Rongelap conirol population. Also thue Rongelap and

Viirik perple ac pointed cut above fee? that the childron of exposed parents
(o b=-e/?)
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should be included. There was extensive discussion of these poliuts at the
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March 1976 survey and it had beeb hopsd thet lhe issues had bbeen catls
A letter was written )

explained, - ~ to the Harshallese congresainan (Mr. Balos) about these
gricvances.onlsespled Jocoosper 1000 (copy enclosure 3).  In spite of the

above complaints the people on Utirik and Rongelap during the March visit

were most friendly. 2) A second Law (now before our Congress) concerns

further compensation for the exposced Marshallese for radiation effects,
particularly thyroid surgical .cases. Enclosure & presents the status of
the bill.

Development of thyroid tawrs in the Utivil nopulation: .

Cil-ination of the unrest was related to the development of the thyroid
effccts on the Utirik people, When, in 1969, a thyrold cancer was discovered
i a Uilrik woran its relation to radistion ei,osuce was considered to be un-
likely particularly since the thyreid tumor incidence was generally not in-
crecsed in this cxpoéed population. The pcecople were so informed. In 1975
a serond thyroid cancer was surgic;lly removed f{rom a Utirik woman and it
becan.. ¢upercat that perhaps, indecd, radiantion exposure wvas playing a rele.
This pos«ibility was confirmed by stetistical experts. ERDA, the Department
of Intericr and the Congress of Micronesia were informed about this and it

was recommcnded that the Utirik thyroid surgical cases be included in the

compensation bill then being formulated. Between the March meeting and the
June 1976 quorterly trip of the BNL resident physician'a third case of thyroeid
capcer in a Utirik woean was operated upon and returned to Utirik at the time
of the June trip. A 1cttc£ to the spouse of this patient explained lher con-
dition and that her name was being submitted to the Department of Interior
for consideration for compensation purposes. This third case of concer of

f the thyroid makes the risk per rad for thyroid cancer in the Utirik population
|
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considerably higher than in the Rongelap populatios.  Puzzlins otoo I oo

fact that if the cancer cases are substracted from the total th.sold tv oo

to believe that their exposure had been greater than they had bmen led Lo
to belicve. This probably helped precipitate the latter of grici uces oul-

nitted by the Utirik peo;:le.
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The people's recction toward the team leader is undevstendihic to o

ied. Dr.
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extent, but their remarks about Dr. Knudsen are completcly un
-\_/“

Knudsen iz an excellent physician, has been dedicated to the health caie of

the Marshallese and has becn» well liked and vcspecied by

Robert A. Conaxrd, M.D. 8--10--7¢
RAC:im
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